


Stage 1 - “Come on boys! The way you’re lollygagging’ around here with them 
picks and them shovels, you’d think it was a hundert an’ twenty degrees.” 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gun order and shooting position are shooter’s choice.  Rifle and shotgun are staged  
appropriately.  Shooter starts with hands on hat and will indicate ready by saying  
Lyle’s line, “Can’t be more than a hundert an’ fourteen.”  At the beep: 
 
If with rifle -  from either end, engage a square and the next two circles in a five round  
Nevada sweep.  Repeat, starting on opposite square. 
If with pistols - engage pistol targets using the same instructions as the rifle targets. 
If with shotgun - engage all four shotgun knockdowns - must go down. 
If with big bore lever - large, middle, small, large, middle, small 
If with big bore single - large, middle, small 
 
Must use at least two shooting positions - behind the hitchin’ post is a shooting position. 

 

10 Rifle 
10 Pistol 
4+ Shotgun 
6 BB Lever 
3 BB Single 
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Blazing Saddles begins where 
Once Upon a Time in the West 
(1968) ends, with the camera on 
the locomotive, almost in the 
same position, showing the rail-
road and the railroad workers. 

While filming, Burton Gilliam was having a difficult time saying the n-
word, especially to Cleavon Little, because he really liked him. Finally, 
after several takes, Little took Gilliam off to the side and told him it 
was okay because these weren't his words. Little jokingly added, "If I 
thought you would say those words to me in any other situation we'd 
go to fist city, but this is all fun. Don't worry about it." 

Mel Brooks and Richard Pryor  
rewrote the opening railroad and 
singing/dancing scene for Burton 
Gilliam.  He was going to show 
the audience how crazy the 
movie was going to be. 



Stage 2 – “Harrumph, harrumph, harrumph, harrumph...” 
 

 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shooter starts behind any table, pointing trigger finger downrange. Shotgun and rifle staged 
appropriately.  Gun order is shooter’s choice.  Shooter will indicate ready by saying the  
Governor’s line, “I didn’t get a harrumph outta that guy.”  At the beep: 
 
If with rifle, knock down all six plates.  With any remaining rounds, engage dump target.  
Plates left standing and misses on the dump target are misses.   
 
If with pistols, place three rounds on each of the pistol targets, then engage the center target 
with the tenth round.  No triple taps. 
 
If with shotgun, engage the four knockdowns - must go down. 
 
Big bore lever, engage big bore targets as follows: 1,1,2,2,2,3,3 
 
Big bore single, engage big bore targets as follows: 1,1,2,3,3 
 
Note: Shooter must stay behind the tables. 
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The character Governor LePetomane was named after a popular turn-
of-the-century French performer, Joseph Pujol, whose stage name was 
"Le Pétomane," - combining the French verb péter, "to fart" with the 
mane suffix, meaning "maniac," which translates to "fartomaniac."  He 
told stories punctuated with flatulence, demonstrated his ability to 
blow out candle flames from two feet way with his back turned, and 
performed "La Marseillaise" and other popular tunes. So basically, the 
Governor's name is William Fartomaniac. 

According to Mel Brooks, there were a lot more scenes with the  
Governor, but he cut them for time. He joked, "My whole performance 
was on the cutting-room floor!" 
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10 Rifle 
10 Pistol 
6+ Shotgun 
5 Big Bore Lever  
3 Big Bore Single 

Stage 3 -  
“I shall now read from the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke ...”   

Gun order and shooting position are shooter’s choice.  Rifle and shotgun staged appropriately.  
Shooter starts with hands on gun(s) of choice (not under long guns) - and will indicate ready 
by saying Reverend Johnson’s line, “… and … DUCK.”   At the beep: 
If with rifle, engage the lower left plate first and proceed to shoot an “N” - for Nevada!  Then 
triple tap the center cowboy. 
If with pistol, engage the pistol targets using the same instructions as the rifle targets. 
If with shotgun, in any order, engage the shotgun knockdowns, cowboy poppers, and clay 
birds.  Each hit on a clay bird is a five second bonus.  A miss on a clay bird is no penalty. 
Big bore lever, engage the big bore targets as follows: 1, 1, 2, 1, 1 
Big bore single, engage the big bore targets as follows: 1, 2, 1 
Must use at least two shooting positions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Liam Dunn (Young Frankenstein, Silent Movie), who played  
Reverend Johnson, was described by Brooks as “very weird.” The  
actor had emphysema and when he would finish a scene, they’d 
ask him “Do you want water? Do you want orange juice? Do you 
want a cigarette?” Dunn would always choose the cigarette; he’d 
take a few puffs of smoke, then a few puffs of oxygen. 

The New Jersey native's 
early career was spent 
in television in series 
such as Bonanza, Room 
222, Alias Smith and 
Jones, Mannix, Emer-
gency!,and Gunsmoke. 
He frequently portrayed 
characters who were 
verbally and/or  
physically abused in a 
slapstick way.  

Dunn's breakout role was as the judge (and Barbra Streisand's 
character's father) in the 1972 film What's Up, Doc?, for which 
he was noticed by Mel Brooks.  Dunn collapsed on the set of  
Disney's The Shaggy D.A. (1976) and soon after he was  
hospitalized, died on April 11, 1976 from emphysema in Granada 
Hills. Though only 59 at the time of his death, Dunn always 
looked much older than he was, and he was cast accordingly. 



Stage 4 - “Won’t you excuse me for a moment while I 
slip into something a little bit more ... comfortable?”               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gun order and shooting position are shooter’s choice.  Rifle and shotgun staged  
appropriately.  Shooter starts at ready position* and will indicate ready by saying  
Lili Von Shtupp’s line, “Why don’t you … loosen your bullets?” At the beep: 
If with rifle, sweep all four squares with one round each - starting at either end.  Then double 
tap the circle. Then sweep all four squares again. 
If with pistols, sweep all four circles with one round each - starting at either end.  Then  
double tap the square. Then sweep all four circles again. 
If with shotgun, engage the four shotgun knockdowns, must go down. 
Big bore lever, engage big bore targets as follows: 1, 2, 1, 2, 1   
Big bore single, engage big bore targets as follows: 1, 2, 1 
Must use at least two shooting positions.   
*Ready position - any stance, hands anywhere except touching guns or ammunition 
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Madeline Kahn’s feature 
film debut was as Ryan 
O'Neal's character's  
hysterical fiancée in Peter 
Bogdanovich's screwball 
comedy What's Up, Doc? 
(1972) starring Barbra 
Streisand. Her film career 
continued with Paper 
Moon (1973), for which 
she was nominated for an 
Academy Award for Best 
Supporting Actress.  

Mel Brooks telling the story of 
Madeline Kahn’s audition for the 
part of Lili von Shtupp -  he told 
her before he could hire her, he 
needed to see her legs. “She 
said, ‘So it’s THAT kind of an 
audition?’ I explained that I was 
a happily married man and that I 
needed someone who could 
straddle a chair with her legs like 
Marlene Dietrich in ‘Destry Rides 
Again.’ So she lifted her skirt and 
said, ‘No touching.’ ” 

Her performance of the song 
"I'm Tired" was perhaps the 
highlight of the film: - Like 
[Marlene Dietrich's] Frenchie 
in Destry Rides Again, Lili von 
Shtupp falls for an unlikely 
sheriff and sings a suggestive 
song. ... ‘It's 'probably the 
dirtiest song I ever wrote,' 
said Mel Brooks . 



Stage 5  
“A man drink like that and he don’t eat, he is going to die.” 

                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gun order and shooting position are shooter’s choice.  Shotgun and rifle are staged  
appropriately.  Shooter starts with hands around whiskey bottle and will indicate ready by  
saying the Waco Kid’s line, “When?” At the beep: 
If with rifle, engage the outside rifle targets once each, then triple tap the center two targets, 
then single tap the outside targets again. 
If with pistols, engage the six dueling tree paddles - must move at least 90 degrees to count.  
Then place any remaining rounds on the dump target for a one second bonus for each hit. 
Plates not moved 90 degrees are misses.  Misses on the dump target are no penalty. 
If with shotgun, engage the four shotgun knockdowns, must go down. 
Big bore lever and big bore single shot will engage the big bore target with four and two 
rounds respectively. 
Must use at least two shooting positions.  
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Production began with Gig Young as Jim, The Waco Kid. On the 
first day of shooting the scene where the drunk Waco Kid hangs 
from a bunk asking if Bart is black, Young revealed that he really 
was indeed drunk (he had had an alcohol problem for years) and 
proceeded to undergo a physical collapse on-set. According to 
Mel Brooks, "On the first day of shooting... we hung him upside 
down in the jail cell, and green stuff started spewing out of his 
mouth." Young's agent tried to defend him by explaining that he 
was a recovering alcoholic, with Brooks responding that wasn't 
actually recovered yet. Brooks shut down production for a day 
and Gene Wilder flew cross-country to take over the role.  

Mel Brooks nearly 
missed out on getting 
Wilder -as he was just 
about to leave for 
Europe to film his part 
in The Little Prince. 
Wilder convinced the 
director of that movie 
to rearrange the 
shooting schedule to 
allow him to film his 
scenes at the end of 
the production so that 
he could do this favor 
for Brooks. 



Stage 6   
“Would you care for another schnitzengruben?” 

  

10 Rifle 
10 Pistol 
2 + Shotgun 
6 BB Lever 
3 BB Single 
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Gun order and shooting position are shooter’s choice.  Shooter starts with hands flat on table or 
platform. Shotgun and rifle staged appropriately.  Shooter will indicate ready by saying   
Sheriff Bart’s line, “Fifteen is my limit on schnitzengruben.” At the beep: 
 
If with rifle, engage the rifle targets in a military sweep*, then repeat.  
If with pistols, engage the pistol targets using the same instructions as the rifle targets. 
If with shotgun - engage the two shotgun knockdowns, must go down.   
If with big bore lever - small, middle, large, large, middle, small 
If with big bore single - small, middle, large 
Must use at least two shooting positions. 
*Military sweep - Left, Left, Left , Right, Left  
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The role of Bart was intended 
for Richard Pryor, but due to the 
controversial nature of Pryor's 
stand-up routines of the day, 
and his reputation, Mel Brooks 
couldn't secure financing for the 
project with Pryor in that role. 
So he was made a co-writer of 
the script, and Cleavon Little 
played Bart. 

Mel Brooks said 
that the working 
title for the film 
was "Tex X," as a 
reference to 
black Muslim 
leader Malcolm 
X. It was then 
switched to 
"Black Bart," 
then to "The  
Purple Sage." In 
either case,  
neither he nor 
the other writers 
thought those 
were great titles. 
Brooks says that 
one morning he 
was taking a 
shower and the 
words "Blazing 
Saddles" sud-
denly popped 
into his head. 



Stage 7 - “Send a wire to the main office and tell 
them that I said ...” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gun order and shooting position are shooter’s choice.  Rifle and shotgun are staged  
appropriately.  Shooter starts holding shovel with both hands and will indicate ready by saying  
Taggart’s line, “… OWWW!”  At the beep: 
 
If with rifle -  engage the rifle targets in a 1-2-4-2-1 sweep starting on either end. 
If with pistols - engage pistol targets using the same instructions as the rifle targets. 
If with shotgun - engage all four shotgun knockdowns - must go down. 
If with big bore lever - small, middle, large, large, middle, small 
If with big bore single - small, middle, large 
 
Must use at least three shooting positions - behind the hitchin’ post is a shooting position. 
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10 Pistol 
4+ Shotgun 
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The role of Taggart was written by Mel Brooks for Slim Pickens and 
he took the part seriously.  To get into the mindset of his Taggart 
character, at night Pickens would sleep by a campfire outside of his 
RV on set in the desert with a Winchester rifle in his hands. 

Born Louis Burton 
Lindley Jr. in Kings-
burg, California,  
before becoming an 
actor, Slim was riding 
on the rodeo circuit. 
Another rider told him 
that he should take 
up a different line of 
work because all he 
would ever get in the 
rodeo was "Slim  
Pickin’s."   

Brooks chose Slim Pickens 
(Bonanza, Gunsmoke, The Apple 
Dumpling Gang) based on seeing 
him ride the atom bomb down to 
earth in Dr. Strangelove or: How I 
Learned to Stop Worrying and 
Love the Bomb (1964). 



Stage 8 – “Chewing gum on line, eh?” 
 

 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shooter starts behind left table, hands on pistol(s). Rifle and shotgun staged appropriately.  
Shooter will indicate ready by saying Hedy’s line (that’s “Hedley!”), “I hope you brought 
enough for everybody.”  At the beep: 
 
With pistols, engage the dump target first with one round (Hedley did shoot the cowboy 
chewing gum, after all).  Then engage the plates starting from either end. Place any  
remaining rounds on the dump plate.  If any plates are left standing, shooter may reload as 
many pistol rounds as desired to achieve a clean stage.  Plates left standing and misses on the 
dump plate count as misses. 
 
Then with rifle, starting on either end, engage rifle targets in a reverse Lawrence Welk 
sweep - (4-3-2-1). 
 
Then with shotgun, engage the four knock downs - must go down. 
 
Big bore lever, engage big bore targets as follows: 1,1,1,2,3,3,3 
 
Big bore single, engage big bore targets as follows: 1,2,2,2,3 
 
Note: Shooter must stay behind the tables. 
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Harvey Korman plays Hedley Lamarr, a joke based on the name of 
actress Hedy Lamarr. Lamarr sued Mel Brooks for $10 million over 
the use of her name.  They settled out of court for a small amount; 
Brooks said he was flattered by this attention. The reference to suing 
Hedy Lamarr was from Harvey Korman's first day on the set and, 
ironically, made a comedic reference to what was at that point a non-
existent lawsuit. 

Korman moved to Hollywood in the early 1960s and began working 
regularly on television, doing the voiceover for the Great Gazoo, in 
The Flintstones, and appearing on The Danny Kaye Show, The Lucy 
Show and The Jack Benny Program as "second banana", ie the comic 
foil to the star or "top banana." But it was on The Carol Burnett 
Show that Korman got the chance to display his multi-talents, for 
which he won four Emmys. 

Gene Wilder was 
originally offered the 
role of Hedley  
Lamarr, but didn't 
feel right for it, and 
told Mel Brooks that 
he wanted Jim, The 
Waco Kid instead.  
Mel Brooks’ wife, 
Anne Bancroft, told 
him he should look 
at Harvey Korman 
after seeing him on 
the Carol Burnett 
Show. 
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Stage 9 -  
“Ya know, Nietzsche says, ‘Out of chaos, comes order’."  

Gun order and shooting position are shooter’s choice.  Rifle and shotgun staged appropriately.  
Shooter starts with both thumbs in belt - and will indicate ready by saying Olsen Johnson’s line 
- “Oh, blow it out your ass, Howard.”  At the beep: 
If with rifle, engage any corner plate first and proceed and shoot two diagonal sweeps to make 
an “X.”  Then with remaining four rounds, engage each corner.  No double taps.   
If with pistol, engage the pistol targets with the same instructions as the rifle targets. 
If with shotgun, engage the cowboy poppers, and clay birds.  Each miss on a clay bird may be 
made up on a knockdown to achieve a clean stage. 
Big bore lever, engage the big bore targets as follows: 1, 2, 1, 2, 1 
Big bore single, engage the big bore targets as follows: 1, 2, 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Olsen Johnson was played by David Huddleston (1930-2016).  He was an Air Force  
veteran and although his early ambition was to go to law school, he studied acting on the 
GI Bill.  Other works he appeared in include, Bad Company (1972), as St. Nick himself in 
Santa Claus: The Movie (1985), and The Big Labowski (1998).  

Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) 
wrote critical texts on religion,  
morality, contemporary culture,  
philosophy and science. Nietzsche's 
works remain controversial, partly 
from the uniquely provocative style 
of his philosophical writing. 

Huddleston interviewed with Mel Brooks for the role of Taggart.  Brooks told him he wrote 
the part for Slim Pickens and if Pickens wanted it, the role was his.  Later, Brooks offered 
Huddleston the role of the mayor, which he turned down.  To entice Huddleston, Brooks  
invited him to lunch, where they went over the script, page by page, stealing funny lines from 
the other characters. “That’s a good line, you want that one?” Brooks would ask. Huddleston 
nodded his head yes. By the end of the session, Huddleston ended up with a major supporting 
part. Most of those lines came at the expense of actor John Hillerman, cast as Howard  
Johnson in the film. Late in the production, Hillerman turned to Huddleston and said, “You 
know, when I first read this script, I had a much bigger part.” Huddleston kept his mouth shut. 



Stage 10 - “What did he say?”               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gun order and shooting position are shooter’s choice.  Rifle and shotgun are staged  
appropriately.  Shooter starts with gun(s) of choice in hand(s) and will indicate ready by saying 
Olsen Johnson’s line, “… the sheriff is near.” At the beep: 
If with rifle, engage the outside squares and circle in a 2-1-2 sweep starting at either end. Then 
repeat using the inside squares and circle. 
If with pistols, engage the outside circles and square in a 2-1-2 sweep starting at either end. 
Then repeat using the inside circles and square. 
If with shotgun, engage the four shotgun knockdowns in the following order -  
outside/outside/inside/inside - must go down. 
Big bore lever, engage big bore targets as follows: 1, 2, 1, 2, 1   
Big bore single, engage big bore targets as follows: 1, 2, 1 
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The character of "Gabby Johnson" (played 
by Jack Starrett) is a tribute to George 
'Gabby' Hayes, who some film historians 
have dubbed "The Ultimate Sidekick." 
Hayes appeared in almost 200 films, 
nearly all westerns, including many early 
John Wayne films, and played sidekick to 
such western stars as Roy Rogers and 
Gene Autry. 

Starrett used to perform 
a comedic drunk routine 
at parties. Mel Brooks 
was in attendance at one 
of these parties and  
decided that he would be 
a perfect Gabby Johnson 
for Blazing Saddles. 

According to Mel 
Brooks in a 1975  
Playboy interview, "We  
mentioned Raisinets in 
'Blazing Saddles' and 
now the company 
sends me a gross of 
them every month. A 
gross of Raisinets!"  

Cleavon Little was a talented 
Shakespearean but was 
forced at the time to accept 
comedy roles when few black 
actors were considered for 
such important and serious 
roles.  His passion remained 
for the classics, and he  
returned frequently to play 
such roles. 



Stage 11  
“Sheriff Bart first man ever whip Mongo.” 

                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gun order and shooting position are shooter’s choice.  Shotgun and rifle are staged  
appropriately.  Shooter starts with derrière touching back post and will indicate ready by  
saying  Mongo’s line, “Mongo impressed.” At the beep: 
 
If with rifle, engage the rifle targets in a 4-1-1-4 sweep starting on either end. 
If with pistols, alternate between the five dueling tree paddles and the dump target for ten 
rounds - paddles must move at least 90 degrees to count as a hit.  After all the shotgun knock-
downs are down, shooter may engage the swinger one time for each paddle not considered a 
hit to achieve a clean stage. 
If with shotgun, engage the four shotgun knockdowns, must go down. 
Big bore lever and big bore single shot will engage the big bore target with four and two 
rounds respectively. 
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The scene in which Mongo knocks out a horse has a basis in reality. 
Mel Brooks' former boss - Your Show of Shows (1950) and Caesar's 
Hour (1954), Sid Caesar, who was a physically imposing and some-
what violent man, wrote in his 1982 autobiography that while trail 
riding with his wife, her horse caused trouble and he punched it once 
between the eyes. The horse collapsed, unconscious. He notes that 
this event was Brooks' inspiration for the "Mongo vs. horse" scene.  

The bull that Mongo rides has 
"YES" painted on one side and 
"NO" painted on the other. This is 
apparently a reference to the 
practice in the 1950s of marking 
the back of school buses for 
which side was safe to pass on, 
essentially implying that Mongo 
and his mount are as big as a 
bus. 

While helping 
write the  
screenplay for 
Blazing Saddles, 
Richard Pryor 
came up with the 
character 
"Mongo." 

Alex Karras made his film 
debut in 1968 in George 
Plimpton’s story, Paper Lion, 
where he portrayed himself 
as a Detroit Lions football 
player. 



Stage 12  
“Throw out your hands, stick out your tush.  Hands on 

your hips, give them a push.  You’ll be surprised ...” 
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Gun order and shooting position is shooter’s choice.  Shooter starts with hands on hips.  
Shotgun and rifle staged appropriately.  Shooter will indicate ready by saying Buddy Bizzare’s 
line, “… you’re doing the French mistake.” At the beep: 
 
If with rifle, alternate double tap the rifle targets with ten rounds.     
If with pistols, alternate double tap the pistol targets with ten rounds. 
If with shotgun - engage the two shotgun knockdowns, must go down.   
If with big bore lever - large, middle, large, middle, large 
If with big bore single - large, middle, large 
 
 

R 
R 

P 
P 



Dom DeLuise has claimed that the 
role of the director of the film-
within-a-film, "The French  
Mistake," was originally meant to 
be played by Peter Sellers.  
However, after Mel Brooks  
endured an exhaustive four-hour 
audition, he instead cast DeLuise. 

Actress Carol Arthur played the 
role of Harriet Johnson.  She was  
married to Dom DeLuise who  
appeared as Buddy Bizarre. 

Dom DeLuise's character 
"Buddy Bizarre" is a  
reference to the famed 
dance choreographer Busby 
Berkeley, who was  
renowned for staging highly 
elaborate and precisely-
timed song and dance  
numbers, of which "The 
French Mistake" is a parody. 



 

 

             25th Anniversary of Roop County Days 
                                Schedule of Events 

 

September 8th through September 11th, 2021 

 
 

Wednesday  
12:00pm - 3:00pm       Long Range Practice 
   5:30pm          Fernley Potluck  (All Welcome 

  To Local Buffett) 
 
Thursday  

8:00am           Long range & Wild Bunch 
   10:00am - 2:00pm        Speed Matches 
      1:00pm - 3:00pm        Plainsman 

6:00pm           Casual Potluck  (All Welcome ) 
 
Friday  

8:30am           Shooters Meeting  (Mandatory) 
9:00am - 2:00pm        6 Main Stages 
After the Match       Ice Cream Social 
6:00pm           Casual Potluck  (All Welcome) 
             Side Match Awards to follow Potluck 

Saturday  
8:30am           6 Main Stages 
6:00pm           Banquet/Potluck 

Awards After the Banquet 
 
 

Our Side Match Challenges: 
Pocket Pistol (Single and Double Action)  -   Derringer  -  Speed Pistol 
Speed Shotgun (SxS, 97 and 87)  -  Speed Rifle (Pistol Cartridge and Big Bore) 
.22 Challenge  -   long Range Speed Pistol and Rifle  

 

(First Run on each Challenge is Free - each consecutive run is $1) 
 

Long Range Categories  

Long Range (Single Shot - Black Powder/Smokeless, Rifle Caliber Lever Gun,  
Buffalo Shoot (700 Yards), Military, Quigley Bucket Shoot), and Pistol Caliber Lever 
 
 

Banquet/Potluck 
 

Our Chef and his crew will be BBQing Beef Tri-tip and Chicken. 
 

Please bring a side dish to share with us and your own drinks. 
 

Camping is Dry Camping. 
 

There is no power or Potable Water Available at the Range. 
 

SASS Rules apply. 
 

Tom Horn Categories rules are listed below. 
 

Battle Born rangers Website: 
NorthernNevadaCAS.Com 

Tom Horn Categories 



 

 

As the 2021 SASS Nevada State 
Wild Bunch Championship Match comes to an end 

  drive safe on your way home 
 or stay and enjoy the  

25th Annual Roop County Days 
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