
              
       

 

 
 

      
 MONTHLY MATCH 
 
   We had nice weather for a really fun day of shooting. Slow 
Thunder, assisted by Mr. Woods set up a truly fun bunch of stages 
to shoot. On one stage the Texas Star was used as a bit of a block 
to get to the other targets. When the Star was accidentally hit by 
some of our intrepid shooters, it got spinning and then really 
caused a lot of excitement. A LOT of fun and something we will 
see again. You've been warned! 
   A big thanks to Slow Thunder for writing and setting up the 

shoot. And a big thanks to all that helped set up and take down targets. 
 
EL DORADO 
 
   In case you haven't heard, El Dorado, (Pat Bagan) was struck by a car in front of his house 
in Truckee. He is VERY lucky to be alive. Pat spent a couple of days in the hospital but is 
back home now. He has a broken hand, thumb, ribs and shoulder and I'm sure a bunch of 
bruises. I talked to him on the phone and he is in good spirits and hoping for a fast recovery. 
We all wish him well and hope to see him back with us soon. 
 
TG CONVENTION 
 
   Ike attended this year's SASS Convention in Las Vegas. We have posted the information on 
the Web page for everyone to check out. Probably the one that stands out the most is the 
dropped round rule. It has been changed. You can pick up a dropped round now during the  
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stage. You must however remember to do it safely. This means that if you bend over to pick 
a round up off of the ground and sweep everyone behind you, your day just got a lot shorter. 
 
STAGE WRITERS NEEDED 
 
   We are putting together the calendar for next year's monthly matches. We need people to 
write stages. It's easy and fun. Get hold of me or Jasper and we can get you set up with a 
date. If you need help, ASK! We are more than happy to assist you. Just look at the fun we 
had with Slow Thunder's stages! 
 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 
  If you didn't attend the Christmas Party, you missed a really good time. We had about 40 
people show up for a fun night of dinner, games and food. Jasper cooked up some smoked 
pork and turkey that was fantastic. Mustang Sally decorated the tables and room and it was 
really nice. As usual, JJ and Sue were the best of hosts allowing us to use their facility for the 
Party. 
   A whole lot of canned food was donated to the local food pantry by generous Cowboys and 
Cowgirls. Don McRoberts thanked everyone for their contributions. All of the food collected 
will stay in the local community. 
   Deadeye Dick arrived wearing the most awesome coat I have ever seen! He had it custom 
made from a buffalo hide. It was huge, heavy and I don't think you could get cold wearing that 
thing if you were in Point Barrow Alaska. It was pretty popular as a I saw a whole bunch of 
folks trying it on. 
   JJ won the "Top Hand" award that is given out every year to a deserving member. JJ does 
a whole lot of stuff behind the scenes that a lot of us take for granted. He runs all the ACES 
scoring and keeps everything up to date at our Annual Matches. It really is a lot of work and it 
is APPRECIATED. Believe me, if I was doing it, we would still be using paper, pencils, 
calculators and it would take forever. THANKS JJ! 
 
FINALLY 
 
   I waited a bit to write this because of the Christmas Party. The year 2015 is now gone and 
we are now looking at 2016. Our club had a very good year. We made major improvements at 
the Range, had pretty decent weather throughout the year for our monthly matches and even 
at Shootout on the Comstock. Even managed to make a little money at the Annual Match. 
Our attendance was good we hope that will continue and grow. Heck, we even picked up the 
State Wild Bunch Championship for next year! 
   We lost some friends along the way. Please don't forget them. We also made some new 
friends that came out to play our crazy game. Please encourage them. 
   I really just want to say THANK YOU to all of our members and their families. What a great 
bunch of people to be associated with. All of you are kind, fun, and generous to a fault. I can't 
imagine a better group of folks to hang out with and play Cowboy. 
   From myself and Ruby, have the Merriest Christmas and the Happiest New Year! 
 
  Washoe Zephyr and Reese River Ruby 
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                 Fun Facts About Cowboys for Kids 
 
 
Cowboys today are different from the ones long ago. In the old West, the 
Cowboys would round up cattle and were usually working outside. Some of them 
could tame wild horses or track animals, and almost all of them got to sleep by the 
campfire under the stars. There are tales of Cowboys in many countries including 
North and South America, Spain, Mexico and Australia. 
Pictures of these Western heroes show us how they looked and what they wore. 
Many of the authentic cowboys had long hair and mustaches and beards were 
common. Cowboys would spend long weeks or months taking care of cattle and 

horses.  There were no sunglasses back then when they were outside working. 
The 10-gallon hats and western style Cowboy hats with wide brims kept the sun 
out of their eyes. Imagine how surprised the Cowboys that lived in the 1800s 
would be if we could show them sunglasses, and sunscreen. 
Boots were what all Cowboys preferred and their boots had metal spurs attached 
to the back heels. The spurs would help them let the horse know what to do, but 
most Cowboys just liked the way these looked. Boots were a treasured item and 
many of the cowboys would spend most of their money just to get one special 
pair. I bet they would have liked to wear the trainers we have today, but Cowboys 
wearing trainers seems pretty funny. 
Their shirts were long sleeved and buttoned in the front. Cowboys also wore jeans 
and had leather gloves and leather belts. Leather would last a long time and these 
gloves would protect their hands. Colorful bandanas were used to wipe away the 
sweat from their faces. 
No cars were invented during the days of the Wild West, but a horse and saddle 
was fine transportation for a Cowboy. Saddles were custom made and could cost 
hundreds of dollars.  A Cowboy’s horse was his most valuable and prized 
possession. Someone could steal money or clothing and be forgiven, or sent to jail, 
but if they stole a horse, the owner had a right to hang them or shoot them! 

Some Cowboys wore chaps over their jeans. These were leather leggings that fit 
around the waist and legs of the jeans but had no seat. They used these to protect 
their legs from cuts and scrapes. It became popular to decorate the chaps with 
fringe or shiny bits of metal. 
  



 
 

Cowpoke is only one of the nicknames for a Cowboy; other nicknames are 
cowpuncher, Cowhand and Buckeroo. 
Cowboys roped, rode, and would travel to rodeos to compete for prizes. They 
were also more likely to settle a disagreement with their fists than with their guns. 
There was a Code of the West that told how Cowboys were to behave. 
“A real Cowboy will come and help his neighbors and friends. He will feed 
strangers and their horses and not ask questions.  A real Cowboy will stay free and 
be independent.” 

It was considered to be very rude and insulting to call someone using their last 
name. It was also bad manners to ask any stranger their name or where they were 
from. Cowboys believed if someone wanted to tell you their name they would. 
 
 
 
 

                                             


